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Plant a tree…
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SDGs as an international norm 

• is not simply a technical challenge involving state actors 

implementing universally agreed-upon norms;

• it is an international political process with 

contestations,

• where power and responsibilities over natural 

resources are exercised

(McDermott et al. 2019 & Campese 2016) 

IUFRO, Vienna
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Governance

“(…) the formal and informal bundles of rules, roles and 

relationships that define and regulate the social 

practices of state and non-state actors in international 

affairs” 
(Slaughter et al. 1998)

Governance Arrangement

Institutions

Interests

IUFRO, Vienna

Logics
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Before 1992: Logic of Wood Extraction
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Colonial extraction of Wood

IUFRO, Vienna
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ITTA from 1983
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Global Sustainability Logic:

Brundtland Report 1987

“Developing countries, as noted

earlier, need a significant increase

in financial support from inter-

national sources for environmental

restoration, protection, and

improvement (…).”

 Restoration as central activity

IUFRO, Vienna
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CITES

IUFRO, Vienna
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Global Sustainability Logic: Green 

movement and boycott of tropical timber

NGOs

IUFRO, Vienna
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Production

Logic

State facilitating 

market interests

Sustainability 

Logic  

State and markets

Green Movements
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UNCED Conference, Rio de Janeiro 1992

IUFRO, Vienna
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UNCED Conference, Rio de Janeiro 1992

IUFRO, Vienna
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Reasons for Failure

• The importance of forests for international commerce
(Lipschutz, 2002)

• Lack of information on possible consequences of forest 

degradation for other policy areas

• Strategy to not increase the standards for forest 

management 
Dimitrov (2003)

• Global North and its focus on global forest values

• Sovereignity
Humphreys (1993, 1996) 

• Mismatch between costs and benefits for countries from 

the Global North and the lack of leadership
Davenport (2005) 

IUFRO, Vienna
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Sustainability 

Logic

States

Production

Logic

State facilitating 

market interests

Sustainability 

Logic  
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market interests)

Green Movements
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Beyond the Rio conference

Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF)  - 1995

 140 Proposals for Action (PfA)

Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF)  - 1997

 120 Proposals for Action (PfA)

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)  - 2000, 

 Non-Legally-Binding Instrument on All Types of 

Forests (NLBI) - 2006 

→ National forest programs (NFPs) 

IUFRO, Vienna
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Legality Verification

IUFRO, Vienna

Voluntary 

Partnership 

Agreement (VPA)

= bilateral trade 

agreement between 

the EU and a timber-

exporting country 

outside the EU.
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Forest Certification

IUFRO, Vienna
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REDD+

“Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 

Degradation and the Role of Conservation, Sustainable 

Management of Forests and Enhancement of Forest 

Carbon Stocks in Developing Countries”

IUFRO, Vienna
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Aichi Targets

IUFRO, Vienna
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Evaluation of Aichi Targets in 2020

“The report concludes that, overall, of the 20 

targets, six of them (9, 11, 16, 17, 19 and 20) 

were partially achieved by the 2020 deadline.”

(United Nations, Press Release 2020)

IUFRO, Vienna
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Potential for Global Forest Cover

“…. how much additional tree cover could exist outside of existing forests and 

agricultural and urban land. Ecosystems could support an additional 0.9 billion 

hectares of continuous forest. This would represent a greater than 25% increase in 

forested area, including more than 200 gigatonnes of additional carbon at maturity. 

Such a change has the potential to store an equivalent of 25% of the current 

atmospheric carbon pool.”

IUFRO, Vienna
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Forest Landscape Restoration

IUFRO, Vienna

“…a planned process that aims to regain ecological integrity and 

enhance human well-being in deforested or degraded landscapes” 
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Logics of International Forest Governance

IUFRO, Vienna
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Logics behind SDG 15 

and their institutional framework

Production logic

Plantations, Bioeconomy

Sustainability Logic

UNFCCC, CBD, UNCCD, REDD+ 

Bonn Challenge, NYDF 

Logic of community

e.g. Green Belt movement

IUFRO, Vienna
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SDG 15 building on a legacy of 

Powerful (multilateral) institutions

• Increasing relevance of /

dependence on private engagement 

• Governmental actor continued prominent

Continued production logic, paralleled sustainability  logic

Empowerment and rural development backseat 

FLR  as a win-win narrative

IUFRO, Vienna
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Logics of Forest Landscape Restoration

IUFRO, Vienna

(Kleinschmit et al 2022 forthcoming)
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