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Context

• H2020 project 
WaterLANDS 2021-2026 
(Water-based solutions for 
carbon storage, people 
and wilderness)

• Coordinated by University 
College Dublin, Ireland

• Building a Legacy across
• 15 Knowledge Sites

• 6 Action Sites

• 14 Partner Countries
(total 32 partners)
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Ambition, objective, and procedure

Ambition: upscaling impactful wet- and peatlands 
restoration

Objective: to learn what kind of success factors 
are behind the achievements of restoration 
showcases

Procedure: qualitative analysis of WaterLANDS 
forested knowledge sites’ descriptions on the 
project website (https://waterlands.eu/project-sites/) 

https://waterlands.eu/project-sites/
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Results and Conclusion

Identified success factor types

1. Ecological features of the site (unique, valuable)

2. Spatial features of the site (large, connected)

3. Triggering policies (international, long-lasting) 

4. Effective actors, networks, and collaborations

5. Cultural significance of the site, fostering public support

Conclusion

• No transferable silver bullet for success

• Success factor types appear in different mixes

• Success develops contextually in each case

• Impact may still be cultivated when knowing these factors
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Thank you!
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