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Forests represent the dominant terrestrial ecosystem on earth. They play an integral and
irreplaceable role in our pursuit of sustainable development by providing a wide range of economic,
environmental and social benefits. Forests are extremely important to Asia and Oceania where they
supply diversified forest products (e.g. wood, fiber, non-timber forest products), contribute to soil
protection, water purification, climate change mitigation, and biodiversity conservation, and
provide many socio-cultural benefits (e.g. poverty alleviation, aesthetics, recreation, spiritual
values). In this region and globally, efforts towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
will have important implications for forests and they require a profound understanding of trade-offs
and synergies, based on scientific evidence. These challenges and the role of research in addressing
them have formed the foundation of the IUFRO Regional Congress for Asia and Oceania.

The Asia and Oceania region is highly diverse in terms of social, economic and cultural contexts,
distribution of forest resources, and the different roles that forests play. The region is undergoing
dynamic changes that have important implications for sustainable development globally. At the
same time the region faces a number of challenges, such as rapid urbanization, which is leading to
declines in agriculture and forestry; unbalanced economies and resources contributing to illegal
logging, deforestation and forest degradation; and climate change. These are all having serious
negative impacts on forests, including increased forest fires and problems caused by pests and
diseases.

When decision- and policy-making are well-informed by scientific research findings, forests can play
a crucial part in overcoming the challenges we face in the Asia-Oceania region as well as globally.
And they can contribute to implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. To this
end, the IUFRO Regional Congress for Asia and Oceania 2016 themed “Forests for Sustainable
Development: the Role of Research” was held from 24 — 27 October in Beijing, China. The congress
brought together over 1,000 scientists, professional foresters and policy-makers from more than 60
countries. And it has explored the role of forest-related research in pursuing the Sustainable
Development Goals in the region in a total of 90 scientific sessions, in which 530 oral presentations
and 200 posters were presented. The congress has achieved a milestone both as the first IUFRO
Regional Congress held in Asia and Oceania and the largest-scale Regional Congress in IUFRO’s
124-year history.



The IUFRO Regional Congress for Asia and Oceania has highlighted innovative and interdisciplinary
research on critical challenges in the region. Furthermore, it has showcased effective approaches
for the transfer of scientific knowledge to national, regional and international policy agendas. It
fostered a common understanding about the status and trends of forests in Asia and Oceania. And
importantly, it has acknowledged the role of research in providing pragmatic solutions to tackle the
challenges related to forests in this region so as to create opportunities for sustainable forest
management and ultimately for sustainable development. The Congress recognized the need for:

1. Improved forest management for multiple purposes through long-term planning and practical
implementation that is well-informed by science. In this way , it can help societies meet the
rising demand for forest ecosystem services, increased production of forest products and
incomes especially for forest-dependent communities and indigenous people, greater
recreation and tourism opportunities, and respect for social and cultural values in relation to
forests and trees;

2. Restored forest landscapes in areas faced with vulnerable ecosystems through increased
expertise, know-how and experience exchanges, and improved collaborative capacity building,
in order to improve local livelihoods and contribute to a greener economy in the region as a
whole;

3. A greater role for forests in mitigating and adapting to climate change through concerted
research efforts to improve forest health, resilience, and adaptability, which can be achieved by
increasing forested area and improving forest productivity of forests to enhance carbon capture
and storage and help to regulate regional climate;

4. Growing more robust, healthy urban forests in response to rapid urbanization to improve
community well-being and contribute significantly to human health and quality of life.
Understanding and optimizing the structure and functions of urban forests will maximize
economic, social, cultural, environmental, aesthetic and spiritual values, and better meet the
needs of urbanized societies;

5. A better cross-discipline understanding of trade-offs and synergies between different
ecosystem services (and products) as well as of the socio-economic implications of emerging
biotechnology and bio-economy; and

6. Enhanced sub-regional, regional and international collaboration through forest-related
scientific research, increased knowledge, experience sharing and communications.

International partnerships in forest research are needed more than ever before in order to cope
with the common challenges faced by the whole region, and to attain the Sustainable Development
Goals. IUFRO, as the world’s network of forest science, will strive to deliver the enhanced research
collaboration and synergy along with its organization and individual members.



