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Address of IUFRO President elect

Professor Risto Seppala, President of the IUFRO, Prof. Jeff Burley, Immediate Past President of the IUFRO, IUFRO International Council members, Enlarged Board members, Dr. Hosny El-Lakany, Assistant Director General of FAO, Dr. Gary Bacon, Chair of the COC, Distinguished participants, Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen: Good afternoon! We have come to the end of a very fruitful XXII IUFRO World Congress being held in the beautiful city of Brisbane in the Smart State of Queensland, Australia.

It is my great privilege to deliver a short message at this very significant event. As next IUFRO President, I would like to express my deepest appreciation to the IUFRO Board members as well as to the International Council members for their trust and support in me as IUFRO President for the next five years. Serving IUFRO as President is a privilege and a great honor for me. At the same time I am fully aware of the challenges that are to be met in this prestigious function.

IUFRO, as you all are aware of, is a unique non-governmental organization with 113 years of history. One of its most important characteristics is the independent networking for global science cooperation for the benefit of forests and people. It is due to your efforts that IUFRO is so special and at the same time successful – as IUFRO’s President elect I would already now express my deep appreciation for your commitment.
We all share a common research interest for forests and trees. However, we have a variety of approaches and research interests connected to that. We are also facing various problems such as poverty issues and environmental degradation which includes water and air pollution, desertification, forest fire, illegal logging, unemployment, unbalanced jobs or work opportunities in terms of gender. There are even more severe issues we are confronted with such as war, terrorism, tsunami, landslides, and floods. While IUFRO will not be able to solve all of these problems we can strive towards providing scientifically sound information for tackling them.
Ladies and Gentlemen, IUFRO family!
The 21st Century is known for having a knowledge-based society with unlimited competition. However, more than two-thirds of the people, particularly in developing countries have not benefited from the richness of information and knowledge existing worldwide. Nevertheless, IUFRO is striving to bridge this information gap and provide access to forest-related information through the Global Forest Information Service, GFIS.
Please allow me in this context to draw your attention to the important partnership between developing and developed countries as well as scientists and policy makers, which can be established and strengthened through the IUFRO network. In addition, collaboration and partnership with FAO, CIFOR, ITTO, CATIE, IUCN, WWF, IFSA, World Bank and many other organizations are an important aspect of IUFRO’s networking activities.
Ladies and gentlemen, Family of the IUFRO!
This Century is called the “Speedy Era”. We live in an era of paradigm change in the way people view, understand, and value the natural world. In this Century, technology advances much faster than scientific knowledge. The importance of adaptation to the changing environment has been mentioned already by Charles Darwin. He concluded in his book “The Origin of Species” that only species being adapted well to the changing environment could survive continuously from generation to generation, not depending upon its strength or talent. If species survival depends upon its strength or power, why have dinosaurs disappeared? We cannot stop change, but we can aim at finding adequate responses to change or even be an active part of change. If the letter “G” in the word CHANGE is replaced by the letter “C”, then it becomes CHANCE. 

My personal plans for the coming 5 years, are to work towards expanding the membership base of IUFRO, harnessing IUFRO’s strengths, alleviating its weaknesses and to increase the partnership with other organizations as well as providing scientific information to policy and decision makers and stakeholders. The IUFRO Strategy 2006-2010 will provide a very important guidance in this respect.
Ladies and gentlemen, Family of the IUFRO!
I would like to assure you that I am highly committed to meeting the obligations and challenges I will face in the next five years. But I am very fortunate to have excellent persons to work with me in the future to meet these challenges: They are the IUFRO Vice-Presidents elect, Prof. Niels Koch and Prof. John Innes, as well as the competent IUFRO Secretariat led by Dr. Peter Mayer as well as a series of excellent officeholders including Enlarged Board members and Task Force Coordinators.

During the period 2006 – 2010, I am going to implement the 5 I’s: those are Inform, Involve, Ignite, Invite and Influence:

1) I am going to inform you about latest news.
2) I am going to involve you in activities related to IUFRO.

3) I am going to ignite your interest to join in the activities provided by IUFRO.

4) I am going to invite you all to meetings.

5) I am going to work toward increasing IUFRO’s influence by providing scientific information to various bodies and organizations.

Young scientists and young foresters!
Please be ambitious to succeed what you are doing now and what you are going to do. Please be proactive to global issues such as climate change, forestry issues, diversity, sustainable development, etc. You are our hope of the IUFRO in this Century. It is one of my goals to support your endeavors through the networking possibilities of IUFRO.
Ladies and Gentlemen, IUFRO family!

Before I close my message, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Prof. Risto Seppala, IUFRO President for his tireless dedication and effort to the development of IUFRO, his remarkable accomplishments of various activities done under his great leadership during the last 5 years. May I ask you to join me in applauding him for his excellent job done? My special thanks are also given to Dr. Gary Bacon, COC Chair including all his staff as well as Dr. John Innes, Chair of the CSC and all of the contributors for this great success of the 22nd IUFRO World Congress. 
In concluding let me remind ourselves that IUFRO is all of us. It is not only mine but also yours. I therefore look forward to your continued support to this marvelous organization.
Thank you so much for your attention and support. God bless you all.
August 13th, 2005 at the XXII IUFRO World Congress, Brisbane, Australia

Don Koo LEE

IUFRO President elect
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