THE FOREST FACTOR Conference: MORE NATURE TO FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE

The central role of forests in the fight against climate change was the theme at the center of the International Conference held in Rome (Italy), 6-7 June 2023, on the occasion of World Environment Day and in memory of the first World Forestry Congress held in Italy in 1926. The Conference was organized by the Arma dei Carabinieri (Italian police force also dedicated to the conservation of forests and nature), with the collaboration of IUFRO and many other Italian and international institutions and organizations.

Various topics were addressed through an ideal itinerary of six Sessions: Conservation and restoration of forests for our future; Knowing, contrasting and preventing anthropic impact; Champions of the forest: women, indigenous people, youth; Forests and climate: storytelling and action; Information, education and training: awareness and participation as a protection factor; Research and training: a "transformative" change. Some special side events were also held.

Experts (more than 80 from 24 countries) from the scientific sector and representatives of international organizations, universities and research centres, environmental educators and journalists contributed to the Conference. The protection of forests is recognized as an essential element in the global fight against climate change due to their exceptional capacity to absorb and store carbon, but it is also considered of vital importance for biodiversity and for the water and energy cycles. Solutions that effectively balance the conservation and sustainability of the use of forest resources are possible if the value of the forest in all its complexity is enhanced. Forests are saved if they are at the center of society's interest: in other words, the cultural dimension of the forest must be recognized, that is, the culture of the forest as the foundation of the alliance between man and nature.
Photo 1: An overview of the Conference room

Photo 2: Hubert Hasenauer (Boku University, Vienna and IUFRO representative) and Piermaria Corona (Director of the CREA Research Centre for Forestry and Wood, Italy) at the Conference gate
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