IC Meetings, IUFRO World Congress 2005

4
Item No. 4 – Reports: Vice-President Science

[image: image1.jpg]


International COuncil meetingS

XXII IUFRO WORLD CONGRESS

9 and 12 August 2005, Brisbane, Australia

REPORT OF VICE-PRESIDENT SCIENCE

2001 - 2005

IC 8/2005 Doc 4.3

Background

Among tasks assigned to him by the President, the Vice-President “Science” (VPS) chaired Science Committee meetings, supervised the activity of Divisions and scientific Task Forces and promoted cross sectoral research, discussed opportunities and themes for new Task Forces, initiated a review of Research Groups and Working Parties, nominated the Congress Scientific Committee chair, was involved in the setting up of the Congress scientific programme.

He represented IUFRO in conferences of several international organisations dealing with forestry science. He led the revision of bidding rules for the IUFRO 2010 Cngress. He acted as IUFRO President during the President’s sick leave in early 2003 with the inestimable cooperation of IUFRO’s Secretariat, the Vice-President “Policy” and the President’s assistant.

Science Committee (SC)

The SC convened at each Board Meeting. Among the agenda points dealt with were the Divisions’ & Scientific Task Forces’ activity reports which essentially reflected the considerable level of activity and outputs, including meetings and conferences which IUFRO sponsored (up to 90/year during non-Congress years) or in which IUFRO contributed. 

A large part of the discussions was devoted to the Congress 2005: title, themes, sub-themes, speakers, structure, as proposed by the Congress Scientific Committee. In the light of the 2000 Congress, it was decided to improve session quality by encouraging synthesis cross-sectoral talks, by banning presentations without discussion, by requesting poster authors to refer to Congress themes and by reducing the number of concurrent sessions. 

Because of the increasing demand for a strong scientific backing of important global decisions involving forestry issues, the Divisions were asked to contribute information to specific subjects. One of these contributions was, for example, IUFRO’s Occasional Paper 15 on “Planted Forests and Biodiversity” resulting from a collaboration of Divisions 1 and 8 and including considerable information gathered by a couple of IUFRO member institutions.

The Divisions and Task Forces provided highlights to IUFRO’s Annual Report which now reflects the three pillars of sustainable development, Economy, Social Welfare and Environment. Among the latter, several highly topical themes were dealt with: biodiversity, carbon sequestration, fresh water, and forest health. The Annual Report has now become an attractive Public Relations media.

A new Task Force on Forest Biotechnology was launched. It essentially aims at discussing the hopes and threats of genetically modified forest trees. 

An increasing part of the SC’s agenda has gradually been devoted to Research Group and Working Party activity assessment by means of a series of activity criteria. This evaluation was led by the representative of the Divisions in the Management Committee. The results of the evaluation are of the utmost importance to prepare IUFRO's Divisions for the 2006-2010 term. New IUFRO Research Groups and Working Parties have to be created when needed, while others have to be terminated. Some need encouragement to revitalise their activity. The majority is doing an outstanding job.

In each SC meeting, Division structure changes and new officeholders were considered: the Board was either informed of or was invited to approve such matters. The most complete restructuring was done by Division 5 “Wood products” after its all-Division conference in New Zealand in 2003. Others are underway and will be submitted to the Board at its Brisbane meeting before the Congress or during autumn 2005. For instance, Division 8 has initiated a complete rethinking of its goals and means.

Cooperation with International Science Organisations

In early 2003, the VPS visited ICSU’s Executive Director in Paris to discuss IUFRO’s participation. IUFRO applied for full membership in ICSU, a decision is expected for autumn 2005. 

In 2003, the VPS was the focal point for the organisation of IUFRO satellite conferences during the World Forestry Congress. He presented an oral paper during a side event organised by our Québec hosts on “International Challenges in Forest Research. How can IUFRO and the EU contribute?”

During the Board meeting in October 2004, he was invited to synthesise the survey made during the symposium organised by IUFRO’s Korean hosts on “Forest Research and Education for the 21st Century”. Here is a summary of principal outcomes :

Should we be pessimistic?

· Eleven of the twenty speakers came from Europe reflecting the strong involvement of European forest research scientists in IUFRO. In Australia some people say E-UFRO. “E” not for “electronic” but for “Europe”.  Fortunately all other continents were represented in the symposium by at least one speaker. 

· In the forestry sector, managers, research scientists and students seem to be endangered. They are gradually replaced by other actors whose specialty needs forests as a working ground. 

· The European Union, with its current weak or non-existent forest policy, cannot compete with other parts of the world with medium- and long-term strategies and goals: 2013 in Malaysia, 2020 in Australia. 

· Most countries except Korea have reduced their financial contribution to forest research. 

Nevertheless, hope remains. 

In most countries the forester is still admired. Is this because of uniform, authority, territory, patrimony? Students are attracted. Sometimes too much! Not all of them find a forester’s job and some may have to work in other domains or countries. 

A couple of statements:

· Most forests are multi-functional.
· Foresters are not alone in their forest. They have to admit that other actors and stakeholders (greens) are able to advise them in management issues. 

Proposals:

· Forest education and research must adapt rapidly to forest trends, such as networking, international and intercontinental cooperation, interdisciplinarity, landscaping, urban forests, amenity, sustainable development. 

· Forest science should seek support from other sciences.

· Even if forest management is perfect, there is always room for learning from others.

· Forest science should aim at making itself known by scientists. But it should also speak to other stakeholders, particularly managers and policy makers.

· Social science is not sufficiently developed in the world. For example, IUFRO has one Division dealing with social science and seven dealing with biophysical sciences. 

· Privatisation in forest research is developing. A few success stories can be mentioned. 

· Forest science should not exist for its own sake but should solve questions raised by end-users. However, this may not be compatible with long-term planning. 

· Forest science programmes should be evaluated regularly. 

Outlook

As a follow-up of this symposium, a meeting of forest institutes’ heads is organised during the Congress in Brisbane.

In early 2005, the VPS represented IUFRO at the conference Biodiv2005Paris, presented a poster on challenges in the conservation of intraspecific biodiversity and offered IUFRO’s contribution to a planned intergovernmental panel on biodiversity which was recommended in the resolutions of the conference. For more information visit http://www.recherche.gouv.fr/biodiv2005paris/. 

In March 2005, the VPS was invited among 40 other international experts to evaluate the UNESCO programme on World Heritage Forests (WHFs). Among the proposals, it was agreed that the time had come to review the existing network to determine if criteria & indicators for nominating WHFs are still met.

IUFRO daily affairs

The VPS was a member of the selection committee for the new Executive Secretary in 2003 and was interviewed by members of the 3rd IUFRO Review Panel in 2004.

Since he will retire from the IUFRO Board on December 31, 2005, he was appointed by the chair of the Nominating Committee to become vice-chair and, among other tasks, to contribute to the nomination of Division Coordinators and Deputies.

Outlook

Although the current VPS will no longer be a Board member in the future, he will remain in the IUFRO “family” as webmoderator of Division 2. He will be the French focal point for the conference organised in Paris, France in spring 2006 on “The role of forest genetic diversity on improving the adaptability of forests to climate change and in maintaining the productivity of forests under changing environmental conditions” co-sponsored by IUFRO, the International Plant Genetics Resources Institute (IPGRI) and the Government of France. He will be at IUFRO’s disposal for any advice he may be able to provide.
� Report by IUFRO Vice-President Science Dr. Eric Teissier du Cros
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