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In recent years, it has been felt that the current system of the IUFRO Honours and Awards provides for many different awards ("inflation") with rather low honoraria. Also, the financial burden to the IUFRO Secretariat is nevertheless considerable and the workload for the selection of awardees is quite big.

Current System of Scientific Awards
Scientific Achievement Award (SAA): 
up to 10
Outstanding Doctoral Research Award (ODRA): 
up to 8
IUFRO Student Award for Excellence in Forest Science (ISA): 
10 (2 annually in one term)
IUFRO World Congress Host Scientific Award (Host): 
at least 1
Best Poster Award (BPA): 
up to 9
Total of all Awards:
29 approx.
Honoraria related to these Awards:
US$ 48,000
(For the IUFRO World Congress 2005:
21
Honoraria related to these Awards:
US$ 32,500)
Two options for changes of the IUFRO Honours and Awards system are therefore proposed:
Option 1 - Moderate Modification of Current System
The current system, although there are many awards, is quite balanced in itself: it provides for one award for students (masters' thesis), one award for "young" PhDs (doctoral thesis) and one for scientists in the later stage of their careers. 
In this option, only the number and frequency of the ISA from 2 annually to 5 at each IUFRO World Congress would be changed. In addition, it must be clearly stated in the Honours and Awards booklet that travel costs and registration for the IUFRO World Congress have to be borne by the ISA winners themselves.
Option 2 – Significant Change of System

One drawback of the current system is that the honorarium the individual awardee receives is not very high. 
In this second option, the current system would be changed significantly to:

- 1 student award for 1 awardee

- 1 general scientific award for 1 awardee

with higher honoraria, for instance US$ 10,000 each, which would represent a very helpful sum for a student and would also provide a real incentive for other scientists to take part in the competition (there were rather few nominations for the SAA, ODRA and ISA).
BPA and Host: both remain in both options. It must be clearly stated in the Honours and Awards booklet that the honoraria for the Host Award have to be borne by the Congress Host Country.
Also the non-scientific awards of IUFRO, Honorary Membership, Distinguished Service Award (DSA) and Certificate of Appreciation (CoA),  will remain.
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