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Equity and Justice Must Take Center Stage in
International Forest Governance

New report by IUFRO’s Science-Policy Programme (SciPol) presented at UNFF19

(Excerpts from the IISD/ENB report)

A side event organized by the Interna-
tional Union of Forest Research Organi-
zations (IUFRO), held during the 19th

session of the United Nations Forum on &
Forests (UNFF19), launched the publica- Ag,
tion of the first global synthesis report | =
on international forest governance in 14
years.

International Forest Governance: A comprehensive
global review (Side Event UNFF19)

Produced by the Science-Policy Pro-
gramme (SciPol) of the International
Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), the report
International Forest Governance: A critical review of
trends, drawbacks, and new approaches, synthesizes the
most pivotal developments in international forest governance
since 2010. The findings provide actionable insights for land
use and climate policymakers to spur the implementation of
just and effective forest policies.

The side event highlighted important trends and discourses
in international forest governance, as summarized by the
report’s authors, and featured reactions to the report from
stakeholders and a question-and-answer session.

In welcome remarks, John Parrotta, US Forest Service and
IUFRO President, expressed hope that the report would inform
evidence-based decision making at UNFF19 and beyond. The
event was then introduced by Christoph Wildburger, IUFRO
Science-Policy Programme, who noted that the 2010 report
had described the international forest governance landscape
as “complex and fragmented,” and since that time, the number
of actors, initiatives, arrangements, and institutions has “in-
creased considerably.”

Main lead author Daniela Kleinschmit, University of Freiburg,
Germany, acknowledged the contributions of 38 authors, four
editors, and eight reviewers to the report. She highlighted the
new report’s more “people-centered” approach to improving
international forest governance, with a focus on making it
more inclusive, and on connecting and coordinating existing
instruments. She concluded by a call to embrace people-cen-
tered approaches to international forest governance over
“simplified standards of success” like deforestation rates.

Lead author Constance McDermott, University of Oxford, UK,
appeared via video recording and highlighted several key
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trends identified in the report. These in-
cluded the “Target Olympics” of ever-ex-
panding quantitative pledges to reduce
deforestation, “even as existing targets
fail to be met,” and the increasing “clima-
| tization” of forests, in which a narrow fo-
cus on these ecosystems as carbon sinks
“potentially obscures” their other social
- and ecological values.

Nelson Grima, IUFRO Science-Policy Pro-
gramme, introduced two stakeholders
involved in forest governance and asked
for their insights on the report from the perspective of poli-
cymaking.

26th IUFRO World Congress Coming Soon!

An exciting program full of science and innovation, knowledge
exchange and presentation, networking, socializing, and get-
ting to know the host region is waiting for you. If you have not
registered yet, now is the time to do so at: iufro2024.com/

To make the most of the Congress, do not miss the introduc-
tory session on Sunday, 23 June, at 17:00. Learn about the
program, the Congress app and more...

All speakers, find important guidance HERE. There you can
also find cards to promote your Congress session or presenta-
tion via your social media channels.
Do not forget to add: #IUFR02024

Learn about youth activities by IFSA HERE!
Read about the IUFRO World Congress Host Scientific
Award winners on page 7 of this newsletter issue.

Bifohifreak op Prxabay
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Tiina Rytild, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry of Finland, lauded the peer-re-
viewed report for addressing a “vacu-
um” in international forest governance,
explaining that the report recognizes
that forests are not only important for
climate mitigation and adaptation, but
also for long-term marked-based in-
vestments and the sustainable future of -
the communities depending on them.
Nathalie Faure, EticWood/Regional Community Forestry
Training Center for Asia and the Pacific, discussed multiple
levels of forest governance, from the global to regional scales,
from a policymaking perspective. Among the trends she high-
lighted were a growing focus on the social dimensions of for-
ests; the increased participatory design of governance pro-
cesses; and a shift in market focus from the legality of forest
products to their sustainability.

The report and policy brief are
available for download HERE.
The recorded session can be
rewatched HERE.

INTERNATIONAL FOREST GOVERNANCE:
A CRITICAL REVIEW OF TRENDS,
DRAWBACKS, AND NEW APPROACHES
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Do not miss the related IUFRO World
Congress sub-plenary session $4.3 on
International Forest Governance in [________
Stockholm, Sweden, on Thursday, 27 ?

June 2024, at 14:30-15:30, Room A4! c

IUFRO World Congress sub-plenary session S4.6 Forest Gov-
ernance in Regions - A Stakeholder Dialogue will follow on
Friday, 28 June, at 14:30-15:30, Room A8.

Find out more about these Congress sessions HERE!

UNFF19 Declaration Reaffirming UN Strategic

Plan for Forests 2017-2030
Read the full report by 1ISD/ENB HERE!

“While we have made significant progress, the harsh reality is
that despite our best efforts, at our current pace, we remain off
track to achieve the Global Forest Goals by 2030.”

These words of warning from Juliette Biao Koudenoukpo, the
Director of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) Sec-
retariat, greeted delegates at the opening of the 19th session
of the Forum. She called on delegates to take decisive action
to bolster political commitment and partnerships in support
of the Global Forest Goals and move from words to action.
The tasks before UNFF19 were clear: adopt a declaration and
a resolution that will take this decisive action. The challenge
was to first agree on the words. And, at times, it wasn’t easy.

IUFRO contributed mainly to the CPF events on 9 May 2024.
In the course of the Dialogue with CPF Heads and UNFF Part-
ners on: Achieving Globally Agreed Goals on Forests, Climate
Change, and Biodiversity, John Parrotta, President, Interna-
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tional Union of Forest Research Organi-
zations, was asked to make a statement
on how science and information can
change the behavior of producers and
consumers.

He said science and information can
empower producers and consumers to
understand their impact on the envi-
ronment, society, and the economy.

This knowledge, he continued, can encourage producers to
adopt more sustainable practices and motivate consumers to
choose products that are produced sustainably. Parrotta sug-
gested scientific research can provide insights into key obsta-
cles and opportunities for changing to sustainable behavior.

Grow the Solution Initiative Aims to Promote
Wood-based Products for Climate

The Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF) Communi-
cators Network Joint Initiative launched a new initiative at
UNFF19 to encourage greater use of products made from sus-
tainably grown wood as a key strategy for combatingclimate
change.

“Sustainable wood can
replace materials with a
higher carbon footprint,
and this initiative will
seek to communicate to
the general public that
there are ways that for-
ests can be protected
from damage and ille-
gal activity but at the
same time can be used,
sustainably, to produce
wood,” said Zhimin Wu, Chair of the CPF - an inter-agency
partnership of 16 international organizations, institutions and
secretariats with substantial programmes on forests - and Di-
rector of the Forestry Division of the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization of the United Nations (FAO).

Find out more HERE!

THE SOLUTIO

WOOD. NATURE'S SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION.

Screenshot taken during UNFF19
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The Might of Vegetative Propagation for
Healthy and Productive Forests to Face
Climate Changes

Report from the 6th International conference of the IUFRO
2.09.02 Working Party, on March 3-8, 2024, Rotorua, New
Zealand, hosted by Scion, by Jean-Frangois TRONTIN (INRAE,
France), Coordinator of the IUFRO 2.09.02 Working Party

Somatic embryogenesis and other vegetative propagation
technologies

“Forests have long been revered by Maoris for their beauty
and spiritual value, and for providing the food, medicines,
weaving, and building materials necessary for survival”.
This statement from conference organizers and colleagues in-
volved in Maori Futures, the Scion’s commitment to advancing
Maori aspirations in New Zealand, underlines the undisputed
role of forests in providing vital ecosystem services to people.
However, global changes are challenging forest health, regen-
eration, and productivity in unprecedented ways, requiring
continuous innovation for adaptive forest management. Vege-
tative propagation (bio)technologies could support the devel-
opment of precision forestry and the provision of forest prod-
ucts and other services.

Radiata pine production at Timberland Te Ngae forest nursery, Rotorua New
Zealand. Pinus radiata accounts for 95% of the commercial plant production
for plantation forestry in New Zealand (1.7 million ha). About 15% of this
production is deployed through vegetative propagation. Photo by J.-F. TRONTIN

74 presentations were made during the conference (11 key-
notes, 29 oral and 34 poster presentations). Beyond funda-
mental knowledge about tree propagation (Session 2, 17
presentations) and related technological issues (Session 3,
16 presentations), the participants discussed the latest find-
ings in vegetative propagation (from conventional cuttings to
micropropagation technologies) to support forest health and
adaptation (Session 1, 16 presentations) towards sustainable
management in the context of climate change (Session 4, 25
presentations).

High-resolution transcriptomics and/or other physiolog-
ical studies are providing a wealth of new information on

The 6th IUFRO 2.09.02 Conference, March 03-08, 2024, Rotorua, New Zealand.
118 persons contributed to a successful conference! Photo by Aly BENNETT.

gene networks (W.-E. LI), hormones and other molecules (X.
CHENG, I. ISAK, M. NEVES/]. CANHOTO, L. YANG, N. VIDAL) as
well as stress response with signalling role (L. SHERRIFF) to
help refine the various steps of tree vegetative propagation
technologies (J.W. KIM, X. XU). In particular, there have been
major advances in the promising field of somatic embryogen-
esis to efficiently multiply seeds from better-adapted ‘green
gold’ breeding stocks of productive tree species (S. CORREIA,
U. EGERTSDOTTER, M. TIKKINEN, J. WANG, J. ZHAO, J. ZHANG,
T. ZHU). Find the full report HERE!

A high priority of the IUFRO 2.09.02 WP is to encourage the
participation of young scientists to international events.
The conference held in Rotorua was the opportunity to orga-
nize the 4th IUFRO 2.09.02 Student’s Scientific Competition
dedicated to graduate students and recent PhD graduates (in-
cluding post-docs). In accordance with the general conference
objectives, the competition theme was development, upscal-
ing and/or application of vegetative (micro)propagation to
preserve, assess, improve, adapt, and/or deploy tree genetic
resources towards resilient and productive forests in the con-
text of global changes.

Through a specific call posted at the Conference webpages,
candidates were invited to submit their application before
Nov. 30, 2023, to the Evaluation Committee chaired by Dr.
Paloma MONCALEAN (NEIKER, Spain). The 3 runners-up were
Mr. Yemane Kahsay BERHE (Adigrat University, Ethiopia), Mr.
Bashir ISIYA AHMAD (University of Maiduguri, Nigeria), and
Mr. Armel Gael MOUAFFO (Higher Institute of Environmental
Sciences, Cameroon). They could not attend due to economical
(insufficient funding sources) and/or administrative difficul-
ties (visa application).

The publication of short, extended abstracts and full papers
is expected by the end of 2024. The Proceedings will be re-
viewed and edited by members of the Organizing Committee
and posted at the IUFRO 2.09.02 webpages and IUFRO pro-
ceeding archive (online publication).

The next IUFRO 2.09.02 meeting is planned to take place in
Harbin, China (2026) and will be organized by Professor
Hailong SHEN, Laboratory of Tree Genetics and Breeding,
School of Forestry, Northeast Forestry University, China.
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The 2024 World Wood Day - Diversity of Wood in Culture

Report from the World Wood Day (WWD) 2024 Event, 2024 WWD Online Symposium and the Sixth IUFRO Forest Products Culture
Colloquium, 21-22 March, involving IUFRO RG 5.01.00 and IUFRO WP 9.03.02

The 2024 World Wood Day
celebration was held virtu-
ally for the fourth time, with
several regional in-person
activities:

e awoodcarving event
and tree planting in
Bahrain;

e atree planting and Folk
Art Workshop in the
Nangkang Home Fur-
nishing Town, Jiangxi
Province, China;

¢ awoodcarving event and tree planting organized by the
Mehrgan Charity Organization in the Mehregan Forest,
Kermanshah Province, Iran;

e aSpecial Concert organized by the Senzoku Gakuen Col-
lege of Music in Tokyo, Japan;

e various workshops and tours organized by the Woodcraft
Museum at Vienko¢i Park in Latvia;

¢ aWorld Wood Day Session hosted at Faculty of Forestry
and Environment, Universiti Putra Malaysia;

¢ awoodcarving event in Bungamati, Nepal;

¢ and a woodcarving and exhibition event in Doha, Qatar.

Regional events continue to be carried out all around the

world.

With the theme “Diversity of
Wood in Culture®, this year’s
symposium focused on the
diversity of wood and non-
wood forest products in-
cluding six topics:

1) Historical Utilization and
Trade and Cultural Values of
Wood and Non-Wood Forest
Products

2) Construction and Build-
ings Including Wood Dura-
bility and Protection Needs
3) Moveable Building Components, Furniture, Musical Instru-
ments, and Artifacts including Design

4) Education in Understanding Forest Products Culture and
the Challenge of Climate Change

5) Protection and Conservation of Historical Wooden Prop-
erties Including Related Forest Management, Craftsmanship,
Traditional Wood Processing and Wood Working Experiences
6) Wood Products and Wood Biotechnology (IAWS Special
Session)

Read the full report HERE!
Find recordings and more HERE!

Leakage Impacts of the EU’s Biodiversity and Climate Policies

Report by Maarit Kallio, Coordinator of IUFRO Research Group 9.02.00 Forest sector analysis

The International Forest Policy
Meeting (IFPM) is a biennial event
addressing forest and forest-related
issues from a social science perspec-
tive and bringing together scholars |
and research from different parts of |
the world. At the 5th IFPM in Hel- |
sinki, Finland, a panel session on |
12 April 2024 discussed “Leakage
impacts of the EU’s biodiversity and g
climate policies”.

Around 35 conference participants
joined the session, which featured
presenters from four countries.
The meeting was hosted by the
University of Helsinki and supported
by IUFRO Unit 9.02.00, the Finnish
Forest Foundation, and the organi-
zations of the presenters. This panel
session addressed the impacts of the European Biodiversity
Strategy 2030 (EUBDS) on the global forest sector and biodi-

Franziska Schier presented the results of the study conducted at
the Thiinen Institute of Forestry, Germany. The session audience
provided important feedback to the presenters.

Photo provided by Maarit Kallio.

L= versity. Three independent research
. groups, which have either conducted
studies or are engaged in research-
ing the issue, convened to discuss
their findings with the audience at
the IFPM 5 conference held in the
Viikki Campus of the University of
" Helsinki. Professor Maarit Kallio
from the Norwegian University of
Life Sciences moderated the session.

The first presentation was delivered
by Dr. Franziska Schier, who pre-
sented the results of an assessment
conducted at the Thiinen Institute
of Forestry in Germany, focusing
on market effects and production
leakage resulting from the imple-
mentation of the EUBDS. Dr. Richard
Fischer then elaborated on the im-
plications of these effects on risks of biodiversity degradation
beyond Europe.
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Dr. Fulvio Di Fulvio from the International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis in Austria discussed the implications of the
EUBDS on the EU forest bioeconomy and harvests globally. The
study, involving researchers from various European countries,
compared the implications arising from different approaches
to implementing the EUBDS.

Finally, Dr. Meley Rannestad presented preliminary results of
research at the Norwegian University of Life Sciences (NMBU)
on the impacts of the EUBDS on the global forest sector. The
ongoing study accounts for the current global geopolitical/
economic situation and co-effects of the EUBDS and EU cli-
mate policies.

All studies indicated that the EUBDS will lead to a reduction
in roundwood harvests in the EU compared to scenarios with-

out this policy. Under the policy implementations considered
most likely by the presenters, the EUBDS would allow for some
degree of increase in harvests in Europe from current levels.
This is due to the possibility of intensifying and reorganizing
roundwood production in non-protected areas across Europe.

Because of the rising global demand for forest products, har-
vests outside of the EU are expected to increase even more
than they would without the EUBDS. The studies agreed that
roundwood harvests would decrease compared to baseline
levels, particularly in Nordic countries, France, and Germany.
Conversely, harvests would notably increase in North Amer-
ica, and significant production increases would also seem to
occur in South America and Asia. The leakage impacts showed
to pose a risk of global biodiversity deterioration.

Find more HERE!

Robot for Silviculture and
Automatic Planting Machine

Report by IEFC

This edition of the Webinar Series “Let’s Talk About Plant-
ed Forests” involving the JUFRO Task Force Resilient Planted
Forests Serving Society & Bioeconomy took place on 29 March.

The webinar replay can be accessed HERE.

Planted forests in most cases are installed on bare soils, allow-
ing a higher mechanization than naturally regenerated forests.
In addition, as a result of plantation, the forest pattern is sim-
pler and more regular than in other forests. Thus, planted for-
ests are an interesting playground to test new robots, autono-
mous or not, to improve productivity at all stages of the forest
management: plantation, weed control, thinning, harvesting.
This webinar does not pretend to give an exhaustive overview
but highlights a few examples of work in progress from differ-
ent parts of the world.

Speakers:

e  C(laire Stewart, Forest Growers Research, New Zealand:
“An overview of the Precision Silviculture Programme
from Forest Growers Research, New Zealand”

e Loic Cotten, Alliance Foréts Bois, France: “Autonomous
poplar planting machine developed by Alliance Foréts
Bois”

e  Harrie Lovenstein, Land Life, Netherlands: “Autonomous
tree seeding: aerial or terrestrial?”

This webinar was a unique opportunity do discover the am-
bitious R&D activities ongoing in New Zealand in relation to
precision silviculture covering autonomous stock monitor-
ing, autonomous field robots, automatic seedling collection
in nurseries, automatic spray, and assisted thinning. Land Life
company presented options explored to compensate manual
labor lack for planting with a specific comparison between ae-
rial versus terrestrial seeding. Alliance-Foréts Bois presented
the planted machine designed for poplar regular plantations.

WEBINAR - Let's Talk About Planted Forest - Robot for silviculture and automatic
e et L L L L |

Bareroot lifter: concept video

Even if planted forests are a simple model, there are still a lot
of challenges to let machines evolve on their own to imple-
ment forest management activities. Yet development of new
technologies allows a better monitoring with very accurate
data collection to support decision making.

Presumably, more and more projects will appear around the
world, supporting precision silviculture and making forest
workers’ lives easier.

The Role of Political Leadership in Europe’s
Wood Supply

Insights from April’s TEAMING UP 4 FORESTS Webinar

In a webinar hosted by TEAMING UP 4 FORESTS on April
23rd, the role of political leadership in shaping sustainable
wood supply across Europe took center stage. With a turnout
of over 120 participants joining via Zoom and LinkedIn, the
webinar provided a dynamic platform for robust discussions
and knowledge sharing.

Attendees were presented with a presentation and debate,
which were greatly enriched by the active engagement and
valuable contributions of participants. This collective input
served to enhance the overall experience of the event, foster-
ing a rich exchange of insights and perspectives.

Imprint


https://www.iufro.org/legal/
https://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-9/90000/90200/activities/
https://www.iufro.org/science/task-forces/resilient-planted-forests/
https://www.plantedforests.org/webinars-replays/29-03-2024-robot-for-silviculture-and-automatic-planting-machine/

Interconnecting
Forests, Science and People

IUFRO
N

IUFRO News
Vol. 53, Issue 5, Page 6

The panel included authors of the TU4F Wood Supply Study:
Metodi Sotirov, §pela Pezdevsek Malovrh, and Ragnar Jonsson.
Alongside the study authors, Amila Meskin from EUSTAFOR
and Michael Reinhard from FOEN actively participated in the
moderated discussion, offering invaluable insights.

Following the webinar, participants were promptly
granted access to the presentation materials and study
reports avail-able on the TEAMING UP 4 FORESTS
webpage. These re-sources include the webinar recording
and study publications “Europe’s wood supply in disruptive
times”.

Photo © Doris Unterrainer

Another webinar “Exploring innovative products and
technologies for Europe’s sustainable wood supply”
took place on May 21st.

At the IUFRO World Congress TEAMING UP 4 FORESTS will
host sub-plenary session S2.5 Scaling up the Exchange Be-
tween Forest Science and Business, offering attendees in-
valuable opportunities for collaboration and engagement.

For webinar details, visit TU4F webinar!
For the Congress session, visit TU4F session!

Pine Plantations in South Brazil: State of Play

Report by Peter Spathelf and Teresa Fonseca, Deputy and Coor-

dinator of IUFRO Working Party 1.01.10 Ecology and Silvicul-
ture of Pine, respectively

The fourth webinar in the series “Pine Silviculture: Inter-
national Success Factors” took place on 16 April 2024. It fea-
tured keynote speakers Prof. Dr. Peter Spathelf (Eberswalde
University for Sustainable Development, IUFRO 1.01.10) and
Prof. Dr. Mauro Valdir Schumacher (Universidade Federal de
Santa Maria, Brazil).

Pines are one of the main wood-producing species in the world.
They have a remarkable economic, social, and environmental
role and provide important benefits. The IUFRO Ecology and
Silviculture of Pine Unit and Centro PINUS, a Portuguese NGO
focused on maritime pine, have invited foresters and research-

ers from all over the world to join an international webinar
series.

The webinar on 16 April focused on Brazil. Plantations make
up around 1.2% of Brazil’s forest area and account for 93% of
the wood production. Pine trees account for around 18% of
these plantations, with an average productivity of over 31 m3/
ha/year and rotations of 15 to 25 years. The IRR (Internal Rate
of Return) of these plantations varies between 10 and 20%,
which makes them a very attractive investment.

The most commonly used species are Pinus taeda and Pinus
elliottii, both native to the southwest of the United States of
America. Forest management, including harvesting, influenc-
es the sustainability of plantations over several production
cycles. Pine plantation forestry is indispensable for timber
production in Brazil, as it provides a highly demanded raw
material on the domestic but also on the world market. More-
over, plantation forestry provides a range of interesting other
ecosystem services and is helpful in reducing the pressure on
primary and secondary native forests.

The webinar hosted and supported by Centro Pinus, IUFRO,
Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development and Uni-
versity of Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro (UTAD), attracted ca
100 participants from Portugal, United Kingdom, Brazil, South
Africa, France, Mexico, Spain, Pakistan, Germany, Italy, Ghana,
Ethiopia, and Ukraine. The series is expected to be a journey to
discover the general outlook, analyze challenges, and compare
main trends and success factors in pine silviculture.

LinK for the recording in Centro PINUS YouTube channel
Link to download presentations

=

More Webinars

¢ Resistance Drilling of Standing Trees for Wood Qual-
ity Survey. IUFRO Units 5.00.00, 5.01.00. Watch HERE!

e Monthly Forest Restoration Talks:

Ecosystem Restoration on a Landscape Level - how can it work

in practice?

Forest Restoration Talks: Perspectives on EU soil protection.

IUFRO Task Force Transforming Forest Landscapes for

Future Climates and Human Well-Being and SUPERB.

Watch all webinars in this series: HERE
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IUFRO World Congress Host Scientific
Awards

In the course of preparing for the 26th IUFRO World Congress
in Stockholm, Sweden, the Congress Organizing Committee
(COC) was invited to recommend the recipient(s) of an award
for pre-eminent forest scientists from the country/ies that
host the IUFRO World Congress. Awards will be presented to
the following three renowned scientists during the Opening
Ceremony on Monday 24 June.

Liisa Tyrvainen

Liisa Tyrvdinen, Professor of na-
ture-based tourism and recreation at
Natural Resources Institute Finland
since 2015, is a globally leading and one
of the most widely cited social science
scholars in the field of forestry - and
possibly the leading scholar when it
comes to the amenity values of forests/
forest-based recreation.

Jan Stenlid

Jan Stenlid, Professor of Forest Pathol-
ogy at the Swedish University of Agri-
cultural Sciences from 1995 to 2022, is
one of the most influential Swedish re-
searchers in the field of forest pathology
and biology in general, with a major in-
ternational impact. He has succeeded in #+
combining basic research to understand
the biology of forest pathogenic fungi
with applied research that has been put
to practical use in forestry.

Algirdas Augustaitis

Algirdas Augustaitis, Professor and Chief
Scientist at Vytautas Magnus University,
Lithuania since 2007, has studied the
integrated effects of climate, ambient
ozone, atmospheric nitrogen and sul-
phur deposition following outbreaks
of forest pests on the sustainability of
forest ecosystems. He has examined the
growth patterns of prevailing tree spe-
cies in hemiboreal forests under the lo-
cally elevated and currently reduced regional pollution load
and meteorological extremes. His studies also included the
spatial pattern of climate change and the environmental pol-
lution effects on tree crown conditions.

Other IUFRO scientific Congress awards were presented in the
previous special awards issue of IUFRO News: Download PDF
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Welcoming Jacklyn Care Linayao to
IUFRO HQ

Care joined the IUFRO HQ team
as ajunior policy and project ad-
ministrator for the Secretariat of
the European Wood Policy Plat-
form (woodPoP). In this role,
she will be supporting woodPoP
in its various administrative,
communication, and project
management tasks.

Care has a bachelor’s degree in §
Forestry specializing in Social
Forestry and Forest Governance
from the College of Forestry and Natural Resources, University
of the Philippines Los Bafios, Philippines. She is currently in
the final year of her Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s degree in
European Forestry from the University of Eastern Finland and
the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU)
Vienna.

Since 2018, she has worked in various research settings in
the Philippines such as the government, the academe, and
environmental research organizations. Her professional ex-
perience has spanned several fields such as protected area
management, forest and land use policy research, training and
capacity building, and ESG ratings research.

With a solid foundation in research and a desire to make a
difference, Care looks forward to contributing to the goals
of woodPoP and promoting the sustainable use of wood
resources.

Latest IUFRO Podcast Episode: The way
forward for forests, science and people

In the season finale, we talked with ;
Daniela Kleinschmit, professor of |
forest and environmental policy at
the University of Freiburg, Germany,
and incoming President of IUFRO;
Woodam Chung, professor of forest
engineering at Oregon State Uni-
versity, U.S.A., and incoming IUFRO
Vice-President for Divisions; and
Isabelle Claire Dela Paz, President of
the International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA).

Branching out

The forest podcast

EPISODE 6:

" The way forward for forests,
science, and people

\UF\S@

One of the highlights of our discussion was the outlook on the
upcoming IUFRO World Congress in Stockholm this summer.
Our guests shared their expectations for this global gather-
ing, emphasizing the importance of collaboration and knowl-
edge-sharing in addressing the challenges facing our forests.

We invite you to tune in to Branching Out: the forest pod-
cast. Listen wherever you enjoy your podcasts, on Spotify and

Apple Podcasts, and don’t forget to subscribe, rate and review!
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Forest Education Flourishes: Innovations
Post-Covid

Global Competltlon on Best Practices in Forest Education
2.0 by i

Forests are crucial for human flourishing in numerous ways.
Therefore, it is important to understand how these ecosys-
tems function, their role in our health and well-being, and the
threats they face. This understanding enables us to become
responsible stewards of this versatile resource.

Education about forests fosters a greater admiration for these
natural marvels and paves the way for a future where humans
and forests can coexist harmoniously. The COVID-19 pandem-
ic altered the educational system, affecting forestry education
as well. Nevertheless, this disruption sparked a surge of inno-
vation that promises to enrich the field for future generations.

The Global Competition on Best Practices in Forest Education
2.0 provided valuable insights into the innovations developed
by scientists, professors, and teachers globally to navigate
the challenges posed by COVID-19 and maintain the flow of
knowledge to students. This competition aims to showcase
and disseminate the creative solu-
tions educators have employed to
meet new challenges and inspire the
creation of innovative teaching mate- \
rials related to forests.

There were 17 participants from 13
countries worldwide. Proposals var-
ied, encompassing blended learn-
ing approaches that merge online |
components with traditional in-per- |
son methods and gamification tech- |
niques where games were created to A
mimic forest management practices,
facilitate tree identification, or raise
awareness about environmental
issues.
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First prize:
Field Forest Surveying and Mapping - Thailand

Piyawat DILOKSUMPUN and a team from the Department of
Forest Engineering, Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University
in Thailand, submitted an exemplary practice for the competi-
tion. Their innovative approach focuses on adapting the Field
Forest Surveying and Mapping course to address the challeng-
es of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This practice stands out as innovative in forest education
for its pioneering response to the challenges brought by the
pandemic. It incorporates 360-degree imaging technology to
simulate on-site experiences and seamlessly integrates visual
resources into the online curriculum via a Learning Manage-
ment System (LMS), enabling active student engagement in
survey planning.

Second Prize: Climate Rush - France

Climate Rush, crafted by Ngo Bieng Marie Ange from Cirad -
France, is an inventive board game. It is purposefully designed
to convey the vulnerability of tropical forests to climate change
in an accessible and captivating way. In the game, players must
safeguard the 1ntegr1ty of a tropical forest amidst simulated
temperature rises, all while learning
. about the biodiversity, resilience, and
vulnerability of tropical trees.

" Ange emphasizes that ClimateRush is
groundbreaking in addressing pres-
sing challenges like climate change,
biodiversity loss, and the suscepti-
bility of tropical forest species to cli-
matic shifts. Students found the game
= educational and enlightening and en-
~ joyed the learning process.

| Photo provided by Ngo Bieng Marie Ange

News from Members and Partners
IFSA is Ready for the IUFRO World Congress

The International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA) has
planned a highly impactful participation of young people and
forestry students at the upcoming 26th IUFRO World Congress
in Stockholm, Sweden, aligning with the Congress theme of
“Forests & Society Towards 2050”.

From poster presentations to panel discussions, IFSA will am-
plify the voice of youth in advancing sustainable and innovati-
ve forestry for our society towards 2050!

To learn more about IFSA's engagement in the IUFRO World
Congress, visit https://ifsa.net/iwc24 /!
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BFW Celebrates 150 Years

3 IUFRO congratulates its Member
LlChtllI‘lg 13 No. 0001, the Austrian Research Cen-
B ter for Forests (BFW) on this 150th
. anniversary! BFW has dedicated the
13th edition of Lichtung (in German)
to this special anniversary and invites
readers to a journey through time.

This issue also includes an article
about forests in Sweden.
Read HERE!

BFW Presents New Forest App

The Austrian Research Center for For-
ests (BFW), has developed the aug-
mented reality app “Oswald - App in
den Wald!” (in German). This innova-
tive application aims to inform young
people about the importance of for-
ests, biodiversity, and climate change
in an entertaining and interactive way.

“With 'Oswald - App in den Wald!'
we want to inspire young people to actively work towards a
sustainable future,” says Peter Mayer, Head of BFW.
Find out more HERE!

UK Forest Research Presents Tree Species
Database

Find information on over 60 tree §

species that are either widely grown [
in British forests at the present time 8
or which could play an increasing §&
role in the future. Click HERE! ¢

UK Forest Research — Wind Risk in a
Changing Climate

ForestGALES is Forest Research’s
leading wind risk modelling tool,
used across the UK and internation-
ally. Read an interview with Tom
Locatelli, Senior Climate Change
Scientist and Project Leader - Wind
Risk in a Changing Climate, as he
talks about wind risk in forestry and
how ForestGALES helps foresters
and land managers plan and manage
woodlands and forests.

Dr. Locatelli (photo source UK Forest Research) is Deputy Co-
ordinator of IUFRO Working Party 8.03.06 - Impact of wind on
forests. Read HERE!
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The ResAlliance Project

The project titled Landscape Resilience Alliance for Agricul-
ture and Forestry in the Mediterranean Basin (ResAlliance) is
coordinated by the European Forest Institute (EFI) and will
run from December 1, 2022, to November 30, 2025. INRGREF
(Tunisia) is part of the alliance with 15 other international
partners, and Boutheina Stiti of INRGREF, who is a Deputy Co-

ordinator of [UFRO Working Party 4.05.01 Managerial, social
and environmental accounting, is one of the main contact

persons for this project. Find out more HERE!

P

Photo by Boutheina Stiti

ResAlliance is a thematic network project funded by the Hori-
zon Europe Programme of the European Union. The aim is to
provide foresters and farmers with the knowledge and tools
they need to implement innovative landscape resilience solu-
tions. It will collect and assess knowledge, gaps, barriers and
good practices in Mediterranean countries for achieving land-
scape resilience, with a particular focus on climate resilience
measures. To achieve that, ResAlliance promotes multi-stake-
holder interactive initiatives at two levels, LandNet and Land-
Lab, and across thematic areas that will help set specific
learning objectives to better address knowledge and imple-
mentation gaps: governance, management practices, technol-
ogy and finance.

For more information or any questions and remarks related to
the ResAlliance project, please feel free to contact Boutheina

STITI (stitibou(at)gmail.com), or visit the project website.

Survey for Latin America and the Caribbean:
Innovation in the Wood Value Chain

This survey is aimed at identifying innovative forest centers
within Latin America. It is directed at professionalization and
forestry technification centers (prevocational and vocational)
and/or universities that have this type of center. The initia-
tive, supported by FAO and Reforestamos Mexico, seeks to
strengthen the development of capacities among the young
populations of the region who are about to choose their pro-
fessional career or are already at the upper middle level. LINK

For any questions, write to: gabriel(at)reforestamos.org
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Publications
IUFRO Annual Report 2023 is Out!

Read the message by the IUFRO Presi-
dent and the IUFRO Executive Director
and find out about IUFRO’s wide range
of activities in 2023! The report high-
lights many events and publications
throughout the IUFRO network and
provides an overview of membership
and organizational issues. See who has
joined as a new member!

Find the report HERE!

Annual
Report

2023

Policy Brief: Balancing interests and
approaches for equitable, just and sustained
forest restoration

This brief presents some of the main
messages and conclusions from the
book Restoring Forests and Trees for
Sustainable Development: Policies, Prac-
tices, Impacts, and the Ways Forward
developed by the International Union
of Forest Research Organizations’ Spe-
cial Project World Forests, Society and
Environment (IUFRO WESE). It gives an
overview of the current global situation
regarding forest restoration and related
challenges and suggests ways for moving forward towards
sustainable and just restoration with durable outcomes.

Balancing interests and approaches
for equitable, just and sustained
forest restoration

Authors: Pia Katila, Wil de Jong, Pablo Pacheco, Georg Winkel,
Glenn Galloway, Carol . Pierce Colfer
Download: HERE

Report: Forest Science and Education in
Ukraine

Ukraine’s forest sector is suffering un-
precedented challenges. War has im-
pacted both forests and forestry - dev-
astating forest areas, infrastructure
and industry, as well as causing ‘brain
¢| drain’ and capacity loss due to the dis-
é| ruption of research institutions and the
displacement of students and scientists.
These impacts are compounded by fac-
tors including climate change, unstable
forest health dynamics, landscape fires,
and an overall decrease in forest productivity.

FOREST SCIENCE AND
EDUCATION IN UKRAINE

To discuss the current challenges and propose solutions, the
two-day Forum on Ukraine Forest Science and Education:
Needs and Priorities for Collaboration was held from 21-22
November 2023 at the International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Laxenburg, Austria, and online. The
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event was jointly organized by IIASA, the National University
of Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine (NUBiP), and
the International Union of Forest Research Organizations
(IUFRO), with support from the Austrian Federal Ministry
for Agriculture, Forestry, Regions, and Water Management
(BML), and built on previous work by Forest Europe and the
International Science Council.

Download: HERE

Human Dimensions of Forest Landscape
Restoration

Mansourian, S., Derkyi, M., Djenontin, I,
Elias, M., Oldekop, ], Pacheco, P, Burns,
J., Diederichsen, A., Kleine, M., Vallauri,
D., and Walder, B., 2024. Human Dimen-
sions of Forest Landscape Restoration,
IUFRO, Vienna, 76 pages.

Human
Dimensions
- of Forest Landscape

. «Restoration

Forest landscape restoration (FLR) is
a human affair. As with all ecosystem
| restoration approaches, in FLR humans
are part of the social-ecological system
within which restoration activities take
place: what people do in the landscape directly affects all
components of a natural ecosystem such as soil, vegetation
including forest, faunal diversity and vice versa. It is therefore
essential to understand and include the human dimensions of
FLR at all stages of planning, implementation and monitoring.

This publication, promoted by IUFRO, WWF, SER and UNIL
aims to improve the understanding of the human dimensions
of FLR (and to a large extent, of wider ecosystem restoration)
and provide guidance to practitioners so that they can better
integrate these dimensions in their work in FLR and broader
ecosystem restoration. Download: HERE

Case Studies on Gender Equality in Forestry

The IUFRO Task Force Gender Equality in Forestry is con-
stantly adding new case studies. Find all country cases HERE.

e ETHIOPIA: Gender mainstreaming to institutional
strengthening the forest sector

e INDONESIA: Women leadership in the state-owned for-
estry enterprise, Perhutani

e UGANDA: Addressing the gender gap in participation and
representation in community forestry

e CANADA: Addressing systemic gender, diversity & inclu-
sion issues in the forest sector

e NORDIC REGION: Gender balance in the Nordic forest
sector

e AUSTRIA: Networks for equality - Practice and prospects
with example of the female forest network “Forstfrauen”

e SWEDEN: A national strategy for gender equality in the
forestry sector

e UNITED STATES: The WOWNet in Oregon - A grass root
gender equality initiative
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Sustainable Finance and Forest Biodiversity

Criteria

From Science to Policy 16

Gert-Jan Nabuurs, Anna Begemann, Stefanie Linser,
Yoan Paillet, Davide Pettenella, Sophus zu Ermgassen

The EU Taxonomy Regulation creates a
common set of indicators and criteria to
classify sustainable commercial activ-
ities and investments. While forest-re-
lated activities have been included in
® the EU Taxonomy under climate change
mitigation and adaptation criteria, so far
they have been excluded from biodiver-
sity protection and restoration criteria.

Sustainable finance and
forest biodiversity criteria
Scoping for an EU Taxono

The new EFI report aims to fill the gap.
Based on scientific evidence it provides
guidance for biodiversity-oriented forest management, pro-
poses a set of 26 quantitative indicators and provides exam-
ples of thresholds which would be applicable under the EU
Taxonomy standard. Novel monitoring methods are presented
for cost efficient assessments of forest biodiversity and com-
pliance to the Taxonomy. Download: HERE

Acknowledging Indigenous Knowledge:
Voices of Tropical Forest People

(in Press, 2024; Routledge publisher) Information: HERE
By Purabi Bose (IUFRO Division 6 Coordinator)

This sole-authored book is a compilation
of the author’s primary ethnographic
fieldwork - sociology and anthropologi-
cal - data from two decades living in 10
tropical countries working with indige-
nous peoples. The book includes voic-
es of Afro-Colombians, Quechua, Gond
tribe, Batwa tribe, Orang Rimba, Lada-
khi, Bahima, and Maldhari pastoralists,
Lai and Warli tribe, Uro and Huaorani,
Changpa nomads, and Kogi indigenous
peoples. Each chapter covers a critical
topic about indigenous people’s knowledge and determina-
tion as guardians of their forests and small farms in remote
landscapes of East Africa, Southeast and South Asia, and Latin
America.

Acknowledging
Indigenous
Knowledge

Voices of Tropical Forest People

Purabi Bose

Embracing the Non-wood Forest Products
Potential for Bioeconomy — Analysis of
Innovation Cases Across Europe

In their recent article, Weiss et al. (2023) discuss the potential
role of non-wood forest products (NWFPs), which are so far
largely neglected within forest-related bioeconomy research
and policy. From an innovation system perspective, they look
at the barriers to NWFP development and propose how they
can be supported.

Weiss, G., Ludvig, A., Zivojinovic’, I 2023. Embracing the Non-
Wood Forest Products Potential for Bioeconomy - Analysis of
Innovation Cases across Europe, Land.

Read: HERE

Preparing National Research Ecosystems for
Al: Strategies and Progress in 2024

The report published by the International Science Council
(ISC) offers a comprehensive analysis of the integration of
artificial intelligence in science and research across various
countries. It addresses both the advancements made and the
challenges faced in this field, making it a valuable read for sci-
ence leaders, policymakers, Al professionals, and academics.
Download: HERE

IUFRO Proceedings

Agroforestry and Mitigation of Climate Change
Book of abstracts from the IUFRO 1.04.00 online conference
held on 26-27 March 2024 now available: HERE

Diversity of Wood in Culture

The Book of Abstracts of the 2024 Online World Wood Day
Symposium and The Sixth [UFRO Forest Products Culture
Colloquium held online on 21-22 March 2024 and involving
IUFRO Units 5.00.00, 5.15.00, and 9.03.02 is available: HERE

55th FORMEC and 7th Forest Engineering Conference
(FEC): Improving access to sustainable forest materials in a re-
source-constrained world

Florence, Italy, 20-22 September 2023, involving IUFRO Units
3.01.03, 3.00.00. Now available: HERE

Call for Manuscripts

Timber Truck Transportation in the 21st Century

The International Journal of Forest Engineering is assembling
an article collection on the transportation of harvested timber
via trucks. The collection will consider both review articles
and original research on the following topics related to timber
truck transportation. Manuscripts will be considered through
December 31, 2024. Find information: HERE

Taking Stock of Work and Employment Research in the
Forest Sector

Submissions are invited for a Special Issue of Forest Policy and
Economics. Deadline: 30 November 2024

Find information: HERE

This Special Issue aims to assemble a spectrum of quality re-
search covering a wide range of topics related to work and
employment in the forest sector. Papers published in this SI
will contribute to a deeper understanding of the current sta-
tus of forest-related employment and how it is developed
across economies and regions. Guest editors: Dr. Rattiya S.
Lippe, Thiinen Institute of Forestry, Germany; Dr. Tatiana Liz-
beth Ojeda Luna, Universidad Nacional de Loja, Ecuador; Dr.
Doris Mutta, African Forest Forum, Kenya; Dr. Jorg Schweinle;
Thiinen Institute of Forestry, Germany
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Master of Science in Tropical Forestry (self-financed)
Application deadline for applicants from the EU: 15 July

Since its inception in 1995, this unique 2-year master's degree
program has garnered international recognition through its
focus on social, ecological and economic aspects of tropical
forest management. In this programme, you will learn from
and work alongside a competent academic and research team,
who will supervise your field research in international tropi-
cal or sub-tropical contexts.

Start of studies: October 2024, duration 4 semesters

Tharandt, Germany; Technische Universitdt Dresden

Details

Positions
[UFRO Noticeboard

Assistance/Associate /Professor - Program of Landscape
and Recreation

Application to be posted before 17 July 2024

The Program of Landscape and Recreation of National Chung
Hsing University is inviting applications for one full-time ten-
ure-track position at the rank of Assistant/Associate/Pro-
fessor. Applicants must have a PhD degree in a relevant dis-
cipline. The research fields will include landscape planning,
leisure and recreation, landscape planning and designing. The
successful candidate will be expected to teach in English.
Program of Landscape and Recreation, National Chung Hsing
University (NCHU)

Details

IUFRO Meetings

For a full list of meetings go to our online calendar!
Find non-IUFRO meetings on the IUFRO Noticeboard!

12 June 2024

Forest Resources and Disturbance Projections, and Impli-
cations for Biodiversity Restoration

online, 16:00 CEST

TF Transforming Forest Landscapes for Future Climates
and Human Well-Being. Website

23-29 June 2024

26th IUFRO World Congress
Stockholm, Sweden

Websit

1-4 October 2024

Optimization and Wildfire Conference (0&W)
Luso, Portugal

IUFRO 3.04.01, 4.04.04

Contact: Filipe Alvelos, falvelos(at)dps.uminho.pt
Websit

14-18 October 2024
IX Congreso Chileno de Ciencias Forestales
Valdivia, Chile

IUFRO News
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IUFRO 3.01.00, 3.02.00, 4.01.00, 4.02.00
Contact: Marco Contreras, marco.contreras(at)uach.cl

Website

27-29 November 2024

Workshop on Forest Genetic Common Gardens
online and Madrid, Spain

IUFRO 2.02.13, 2.04.00, 2.04.02

Contact: Ricardo Alia, alia(at)inia.csic.es

Website

2-6 June 2025

8th IUFRO International Workshop on Resistance Mecha-
nisms and Breeding in Forest Trees

Vernon, British Columbia, Canada

IUFRO 2.02.15, 7.03.11

Save the date!

Other Meetings

3-13 June 2024

Bonn Climate Change Conference SB60
60th sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies
Organized by UNFCCC, Website

5 June 2024

Bioeconomy Innovation Day 2024

Lemgo, Germany

European Forest Institute — Bioregions Facility, Landesbe-
trieb Wald und Holz NRW, OWL University of Applied Scienc-
es and Arts (TH OWL), Smart Wood Center OWL, and CO2Bau
Website

6 June 2024

GLF Peatlands

Bonn, Germany, and online

Global Landscapes Forum, Website

20 June 2024

OFAC Hybrid Forum: What Is the State of Central African
Forests?

Bonn, Germany, and online

Global Landscapes Forum, Website

3-5 October 2024

Agroforestry Innovation and Climate Entrepreneurship
Summit

Harare, Zimbabwe

Organized by Forestry & Citrus Research (FACIR), Website

17-20 October 2024

27th IPC Session: Poplars and Other Fast-Growing Trees
for Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation - Pathways
to Climate Resilience and Carbon Neutral Societies
Bordeaux, France

IPC, French Ministry of Agriculture, IEFC, CNP, contributing to
IUFRO TF on Planted Forests

Contact: IPC-Secretariat(at)fao.org

Submit your abstract by Monday 1 July: HERE

Website
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