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Eschew obfuscation! Um, wait. Let me rephrase that...

Disseminating forest research results beyond the
research community to policy makers, decision makers,
forest managers, other forest stakeholders and in some
instances, to the public, is important.

We all know that.

Those research findings can be used to contribute to the
sustainable management of forests, to the health and
wellbeing of forest ecosystems and, on a grand scale, to the overall health of e ey
our planet and the organisms — including humans — that exist here. (And, g
from a researcher’s self-interest perspective, the more people who
understand the importance of the research, the more potential for
continued funding.)

So we do want people to understand what is being done, why it’s important
and how it can help.

But the key phrase there is “we want people to understand.” Hearing about
something can be much different than understanding it.

Communicating science-related information to non-scientific audiences can be a challenge. The
language and jargon of science can sometimes baffle the non-scientists who are the target audience.

In those instances it may not be so much about what we say, as about how we say it.

To make it a little easier to communicate clearly and understandably to that broader audience, a
manual produced by the Communication and Public Relations Working Party of IUFRO in
cooperation with the Special Programme for Development of Capacities (IUFRO-SPDC) is now
available online.



Cynthia Miner of the U.S. Forest Service, who headed up the editorial team that put the manual —
Communicating Forest Science — together, says it was written “to help scientists and professional
communicators in their communication efforts with people outside the scientific community.”

The publication was produced to coincide with the 24™ [UFRO World Congress held in Salt Lake City,
Utah, last October. It updates IUFRO’s 2005 publication, Public Relations for Forest Science.

Ms. Miner says the manual provides “concepts, approaches and methods in the field of
communications...”

Those concepts, approaches and methods include an overview of the social science behind
communications, a section on internal communication, and another on internet communication and
social media.

Another chapter — Media Communication — describes the various types of media and how they work,
and includes some useful dos and don’ts to think about when dealing with them.

Still another chapter deals with the whys and wherefores of communication strategies, and shows
how they should be developed — while another section offers a “how-to” for dealing with traditional
media in interview situations.

And the manual also includes a number of success stories that “provide an understanding of how
people from around the world approach challenges in communication amid very different contexts
and circumstances,” Ms. Miner adds.

The manual will serve as source for training workshops on science ]
communication offered by IUFRO-SPDC for forest scientists in developing
countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America and can be found at:
http://www.iufro.org/science/special/spdc/training-resource-centre/

For further information on the Special Programme for Development of
Capacities (IUFRO-SPDC), please visit:
http://www.iufro.org/science/special/spdc/

IUFRO Communication and Public Relations Working Party website:
http://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-9/90000/90100/90102/
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The findings reported in IUFRO Spotlight are submitted by IUFRO officeholders and member organizations. IUFRO is pleased
to highlight and circulate these findings to a broad audience but, in doing so, acts only as a conduit. The quality and
accuracy of the reports are the responsibility of the member organization and the authors.

Suggestions for reports and findings that could be promoted through IUFRO Spotlight are encouraged. To be considered,
reports should be fresh, have policy implications and be applicable to more than one country. If you would like to have a
publication highlighted by Spotlight, contact: Gerda Wolfrum, IUFRO Communications Coordinator, wolfrum(at)iufro.org

The International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) is the only worldwide organization devoted to forest
research and related sciences. Its members are research institutions, universities, and individual scientists as well as
decision-making authorities and other stakeholders with a focus on forests and trees. Visit: http://www.iufro.org/
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