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IUFRO Meeting Report Form 
Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting or by a given deadline by email (wolfrum@iufro.org). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.) 
1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer: 
Name: Georgeta Mihai
Function in IUFRO: deputy of the 2.09.01 Seed Orchards Working party
Email: georgeta.mihai@icas.ro
2) Meeting data: 
Full title of the meeting: Seed Orchards - The Key Stage in Forest Tree Breeding and Sustainable Forest Management
Date and venue: 20 – 24 May 2024, Brasov, Romania
Meeting website: https://seedorchards2024.wixsite.com/conference
Number of participants: 86
Countries represented: 18 countries - Canada, U.S, Sweden, Finland, France, Austria, Germany, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Poland, Czech Republic, Estonia, Republic of Türkiye, Republic of China, India, South Korea, and Romania.
3) Organization of the meeting: 
All IUFRO Units involved: Division 2 - Physiology and Genetics
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): “Marin Dracea” National Institute for Research and Development in Forestry
Study tour(s) to: Avrig Forest District within RNP-ROMSILVA (National Forest Administration) where an Abies alba seed orchard, a Norway spruce provenance trial and an Abies alba genetic resources were visited.
4) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph) 
a) Background information (meeting context): this conference is the Sixth Conference of the IUFRO Working party with the same name, founded by Professor Dag Lindgren in 2008. The objective of this conference was to exchange the most recent scientific knowledge related to seed orchards and tree breeding, and the role of the seed orchards for practical forest management. The conference was an opportunity for participants to exchange information and ideas, and to share their own results and expertise. Also, the aim of the conference was to encourage collaboration among research teams to continue and develop the researches related to seed orchards. 
b) Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field (bullet points or text):  the topics addressed were broad and cover many aspects related to seed orchards, like: the seed orchards design, mating patterns & gene flow using molecular markers, genetic gain & diversity of seed orchards crops, genomics analysis, reproductive phenology and seed production, effect of management on cone production, relationship with other forest issues.
c) Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations): the seed orchards represent an advanced seed breeding technology that incorporates knowledge from different fields, population genetics, genomics, tree breeding, silviculture, forest health. Currently, in the context of the rapid climate changes, their role becomes more important, the seed orchards could be the key for a sustainable forest management, because the demand for high resilience forest reproductive material for afforestation, reforestation, or restoration will increase.
d) Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other): the conference proceeding was attached.
4) Photos 
Caption: 
Credit (not protected by copyright): 
5) Other information: 

a) Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO) 
b) Related publications /websites: a special issue will be created in the Annals of Forest Research journal to publish the results presented at the conference.
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
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