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IUFRO Meeting Report Form 
Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting or by a given deadline by email (wolfrum@iufro.org). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.) 
1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer: 
Name: Prof.Dr. Abdullah E. Akay
Function in IUFRO: Deputy Coordinator 3.01.00 
Email: abdullah.akay@btu.edu.tr  
2) Meeting data: 
Full title of the meeting: 5th International Conference of Forest Engineering and Technologies (FETEC 2024): Forest operation technologies and systems for small-scale forestry applications 
Date and venue: 16-18 September 2024 Ljubljana, Slovenia  
Meeting website: https://www.ormantransportu.org/fetec2024
Number of participants: 85
Countries represented: 19 countries (Slovenia, Türkiye, Albania, Australia, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Greece, India, Italy, Japan, Poland, Serbia, Somali, Sweden, Ukraine, USA). 
3) Organization of the meeting: 
All IUFRO Units involved: Division 3.01.00
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty (Host), Tajfun LLC (Sponsor)
Study tour(s) to: Technical Field Trip in Sevnica, Slovenia.
4) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph) 
a) Background information (meeting context) 
Forestry plays a crucial role in the ecosystem, maintaining biodiversity, providing habitats, regulating the water cycle, and serving as a carbon sink to mitigate the effects of climate change. The forest resources should be managed according to principles of sustainable and close to nature forest management in order to meet needs of today’s and future’s generations. These two approaches aim to maximize the benefits of forests and to minimize environmental damages by using modern techniques and technological tools in forestry activities. Particularly, forest operations producing wood-based forest products should abide to the precision forestry approach. In recent decades, advanced small-scale forest operations, which are used in non-industrial and site-specific forestry, provide alternative methods well suited for use with precision forestry concept. Besides, small-scale forestry significantly contributes to the bio-economy through forest-based businesses, rural communities, and provision of multiple ecosystem services in many regions of the world. Small-scale harvesting machines have low initial cost and relatively low operating cost, while at the same time, their potential environmental impacts can be considerably lower than with use of large-scale machinery.
b) Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field (bullet points or text) 
· Planning, organization and implementation of small-scale logging and transportation activities

· Forest mechanization-trends in small-scale operations

· Economic sustainability of small-scale forestry

· Forest bioenergy challenges in small-scale forestry sector

· Work safety and ergonomics in forest engineering

· Assessment of stand damage and soil impact from small-scale logging

· Implementation of smart forestry (GIS, ICT, IoT, etc.) in small-scale forest operations 

· Using remote sensing data (UAV, LiDAR, etc.) and machine learning in small-scale forestry
· Forest roads and road infrastructure in small-scale forestry   
c) Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations): 
5th International Conference of Forest Engineering and Technologies (FETEC 2024), organized by University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty and supported by FETEC Platform and IUFRO Division 3.01, has been successfully completed with the participations of experts in the field of forest engineering from 19 countries. 
The most recent scientific and professional research related to small-scale forestry applications have been discussed with attendance of international researchers, practitioners, and relevant shareholders from all over the world in 16 technical sessions. Tajfun LLC sponsored FETEC2024 and hosted the technical excursion in Sevnica, Slovenia.
d) Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other): 
Proceedings of the conference will be published online on 15 November, 2024.
High-quality papers will be published in the European Journal Forest Engineering and ACTA Silvae et Ligni. 
«International Conference of KSFE-FETEC 2025» will be hosted by Korean Society of Forest Engineering (KSFE) in Seoul, South Korea on 23-25 June 2025. 

4) Photos 
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Caption: FETEC 2024, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia  
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Caption : Keynote speech from Raffaele Spinelli, Italy
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Caption : Technical excursion at Tajfun Company in Sevnica, Slovenia
Credit (not protected by copyright): 
5) Other information: 

a) Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO) 
b) Related publications /websites 
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
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