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According to the forestry reactivating program recommended by the Forestry Agency in Japan, the effective use of forest resources must be addressed to stimulate local economic activities. However, due to the large number of small-scale forest owners in Japan, the efficiency of forest management is difficult to improve. This international symposium was able to gather forest scientists, government officials and private sectors around Japan, as well as experts from other continents, to facilitate a dialog on solutions to overcome the current problems through the improvement of supply change management in Japanese forest sector.  
The international symposium on “Supply Chain Management for Forest Sector and Its Contribution to Local Economy”, which was held at Utsunomiya University in Japan on March 29th, 2012, brought over 70 participants from various prefectures of Japan as well as from the overseas.  The symposium featured five invited keynote speeches.  Dr. Mikael Rönnqvist gave a presentation on supply chain management in the Swedish forest industry as a successful example of supply chain management. Dr. Sophine D’Amours from the Université Laval, Canada, presented the necessity of value chain optimization in improving the efficiency of the supply chain in the forest sector.  Dr. Woodam Chung gave a presentation on the recent research effort in the U.S.A. to improve the efficiency of woody biomass supply chain, as the third keynote speaker.  Last two keynote speakers presented the current issues and potential solutions regarding forest supply chain management in Japan.  Dr. Katsuhiko Takata discussed in his presentation about the use of renewable forest resources, balance issue in demand and supply, and development need for environment-friendly forest industry in Japan.  As the last keynote speaker, Mr. Nobuyoshi Muto presented the current issues in supply chain management in Japan and potential approaches to resolve such issues.  One of his approaches was to reconstruct Japan forest industry so that it can reflect past achievement, adapt the current attempts, and meet future expectations. These keynote speeches were followed by open discussion and social events.  Throughout the symposium, many discussions and interactions were motivated among participants and speakers.  Participants certainly benefited from the exchange of ideas, experience, and solutions.
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