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IUFRO Meeting Report Form

Organizers of IUFRO meetings and IUFRO focal persons at IUFRO co-sponsored meetings, respectively, are kindly requested to fill in and return this form within two weeks after the meeting or by a given deadline by email (wolfrum@iufro.org). This information will be posted at the relevant IUFRO web pages and may be used for IUFRO News and the IUFRO Annual Report. 

(Note: Save this file under a new name and write directly into the form.)

1) IUFRO focal person/meeting organizer:

Name: Dr. Christos Th. Gallis
Function in IUFRO: Scientific Officer
Email: cgalis@fri.gr
2) Meeting data:

Full title of the meeting: World Conference Forests for Public Health
Date and venue: 8-11 May, 2019, Athens War Museum, Athens, Greece.
Meeting website: https://fph2019.org/
Number of participants: 150
Countries represented: Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Nepal, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Slovakia, Republic of Korea, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, United Kingdom, and United States.
3) Organization of the meeting:

All IUFRO Units involved: Division 6.06.00 – Forest, trees and human health and wellbeing.
Host organization(s) and sponsor(s): Forest Research Institute-Greece, National Institute of Forest Science (NIFoS), Republic of Korea. 
Sponsors: National Institute oft Forest Science (NIFoS), Greek National Center for the Environment and Sustainable Development, Geotechnical Chamber of Greece.
- The Conference was Under the Auspices of H.E. the President of the Hellenic Republic Mr. Prokopios Pavlopoulos.
Study tour(s) to: Argolis Ancient Greek Asclepeion, Argolis region, Greece.
4) Meeting report (max. 100 words per paragraph)
a) Background information (meeting context): Forests, urban forests and other green spaces may be incorporated into public health systems and policies to promote mental and physical health and reduce morbidity and mortality in residents by supporting relaxation and stress alleviation, stimulating social cohesion, encouraging physical activity, and reducing exposure to air pollutants, noise and excessive heat.
The aim of this conference is to bring together well-known scientists from different countries and disciplines to present research and state-of-the-art knowledge and theories on:
1. The significance of the role of forests and green spaces in improving the health and wellbeing of a population.
2. Challenges the urban and landscape planning fields face in designing green infrastructure that benefits physical activities both in urban space and in forest/nature.
b) Key issues discussed/latest findings in the field (bullet points or text:
The main issues presented and discussed in the Conference:

1.Forest Medicine for Public Health
2.Mental Health benefits of exposure to Nature
3.Planning physical activities and human recreation in Forest/Natural environment for Public health
4.Urban Forests and their ecosystem services for Public Health
5.Urban forestry and Green spaces planning and design for human activity
6.Forest therapy, Health Policies, practices, economics and culture of Forests for Public Health
7.Green care on public landscapes for public health
c) Conclusions (if possible, summarize key conclusions across presentations):
Human health and wellbeing are vital socio-political and public health issues for today and for the future. They vitally define our lives. Forests, urban forests, and green spaces can have a significant influence on the health and wellbeing of many people. We might look at them as a kind of health insurance.
d) Outlook to future activities (proceedings, future meetings, other): 

1. The Conference Abstracts Book printed with all abstracts and conference material included in its 124 pages.

2. All the abstracts of the Conference will be published in the CABI abstracts database.

3. A book under the draft title: “Forests for Public Health” is under preparation and is planning to be published by Cambridge Scholars Publishing in the year 2020.
3. The World Conference Forests for Public Health established as a global scientific event and will be repeated every two years in different countries.  Already countries expressed interest to organize the 2nd World Conference Forests for Public Health in 2021 and the 3rd in 2023.
4) Photos

Caption: 1. The official Conference photo, 2. The Conference logo
Credit (not protected by copyright): ARTION Conference management
5) Other information:

a) Communication activities (dissemination of information about the meeting; promotion of IUFRO)
A press conference was organized for the Greek media. 

IUFRO logon was in all conference publication, IUFRO as co-organized was mention in the Conference webpage and in the Abstracts book. The President of the Conference Dr. Christos Gallis thanked IUFRO in His welcome speech thanked IUFRO for the support of the Conference and it is written in the conference material at the printed abstracts book.

b) Related publications /websites
1. https://www.cifor.org/event/world-conference-on-forests-for-public-health/
2. https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/events/world-conference-on-forests-for-public-health/
3. https://10times.com/forests-for-public-health

4. https://sdg.iisd.org/events/world-conference-on-forests-for-public-health/

5. https://www.endo.gr/events/world-conference-on-forests-for-public-health-athina-8-11-ma-oy-2019/

6. https://career.duth.gr/portal/?q=node/64713#.XQH9ff59iUk

7. https://www.itto.int/events/event/id=5599

8. https://www.facebook.com/events/698812570535024/

9. http://infom.org/news/2019/02/28_1.html

10. https://www.cais.upatras.gr/node/11269

11. https://www.iufro.org/science/divisions/division-6/60000/60600/activities/

12. https://knowledge.unccd.int/cbm/you-are-invited-world-conference-forests-public-health

13. https://twitter.com/iapsREN/status/1052520571412652033

14. http://infta.net/home/about/news/

15. https://internt.slu.se/en/calendar-originals/2019/5/forests-for-public-health/

16. http://www.e-boss.gr/eboss/business-advice/expos/details.jsp?chambercd=eboss&ev_id=36761&globalId=150450
17. https://allevents.in/athens/world-conference-on-forests-for-public-health/200016711134824#

18. http://infom.org/news/2018/07/23_4.html

19. http://www.greencare.at/termin/world-conference-forests-public-health-athen-griechenland/

20. https://www.ypaithros.gr/athina-pagkosmio-synedrio-dasi-ygeia/

21. http://www.kathimerini.gr/1022365/opinion/epikairothta/politikh/ta-dash-to-astiko-prasino-kai-h-dhmosia-ygeia

22. https://dasarxeio.com/tag/%CE%B4%CE%AC%CF%83%CE%B7-%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CF%84%CE%B7%CE%BD-%CE%B4%CE%B7%CE%BC%CF%8C%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CF%85%CE%B3%CE%B5%CE%AF%CE%B1/

23. https://www.zougla.gr/perivallon/article/pagosmio-sinedrio-dasi-gia-ti-dimosia-igia-i-katastrofi-sto-mati-8a-mporouse-na-apofefx8i

24. http://forestlife.gr/event/%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%B3%CE%BA%CF%8C%CF%83%CE%BC%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CF%83%CF%85%CE%BD%CE%AD%CE%B4%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CE%B3%CE%B9%CE%B1-%CF%84%CE%B1-%CE%B4%CE%AC%CF%83%CE%B7-%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7-%CE%B4%CE%B7%CE%BC/

25. https://www.ellinikigeorgia.gr/stin-athina-to-pagkosmio-sunedrio-dasi-gia-ti-dimosia-ygeia/

Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!

