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GLOBAL FOREST EXPERT PANELS (GFEP) 

CPF Initiative 

 

GFEP Assessment 

“FORESTS FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RESILIENCE” 

 
 
 

SCOPING MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
On the 6th and 7th of March 2024, members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests (CPF), 
GFEP donors and selected scientists from different disciplines virtually convened for a 
scoping meeting with the members of the of IUFRO’s Science-Policy Programme (SciPol) 
from 15:00 to 17:30 CET.  
  
The aim of the meeting was to introduce the concept, objectives, and procedure of the new 
GFEP assessment on Forests for Social and Economic Resilience and to discuss the scope and 
thematic outline of the assessment. 
 
Discussions on the first day focused on clarification of concepts and explanation of formal 
procedures, as well as on defining the scope and the thematic elements of the assessment.  
 
The agreed thematic elements are: 

 
• Resilience definitions and concepts, positive and negative aspects of resilience 
• Resilience as paradigm in forest and wider landscape management 
• Different dimensions of the positive and negative relationships between forests 

and social and economic resilience 
• Drivers of vulnerability 
• Synergies and trade-offs 
• Measurement of resilience 
• Institutional resilience and adaptive capacity of forest governance institutions at 

different scales 
• Analysis of the policy context, including governance frameworks, and 

identification of response options at various levels 
 

On the second day, the following draft outline for the assessment was developed, 
encompassing the scope defined in the previous day and including the main aspects of the 
topic considering a multidisciplinary point of view:
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• Preface  
 

• Acknowledgements 
 

• List of Acronyms and Abbreviations 
 

• Introduction 

o Rationale and objectives 
o Definitions related to forests and resilience 
o Scope of the assessment 
o Chapter synopsis 

 

• Framing Chapter 

o Conceptual issues 
o Theoretical framework 
o Drivers of vulnerability 
o Resilience as paradigm in forest and landscape management 

 
• Relationships Between Forests and Social and Economic 

Resilience 

o Positive and negative relationships between forests and 
social and economic resilience 

o Synergies and trade-offs 
o External factors impacting resilience and risk 

management 
o Attributes and assets enhancing resilience 

 

• Assessing Resilience 

o General vs. specific resilience 
o Indicators and criteria for resilience 
o Approaches to assessing and quantifying resilience 

 

• Governance and Institutional Analysis 

o Attitudes and values in the context of transformative 
change 

o Institutional resilience and analysis of governance 
frameworks, adaptive capacity of forest governance 
institutions 

o Analysis of the policy context, incentives and enforcement 
of policies, including financing and trade policies 

 

• Response Options 

o Synthesis of benefits of forests for social and economic resilience 
o Identification of response options at various levels 

 

• Conclusions 

o Key messages 
o Knowledge gaps 

 

• Appendices to the report 

o Glossary of terms and definitions 
o List of panel members, authors, and reviewers 

Cross-cutting: 
 

o Issues of 
scale and 
feedbacks 

o Cross-
sectoral 
aspects 

o Equity and 
gender 
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The outcomes of the scoping meeting are the basis to develop the Terms of Reference (ToR) 
of the assessment. The ToR establish the procedures to which the participants of the 
assessment will adhere, and includes the outline defined during the second day of the meeting. 
This outline not only reflects the different backgrounds of the scientists present, but also the 
additional fields of expertise that according to the scientists present, may be required to 
produce a comprehensive assessment on the topic. 
 
At the end of the meeting a tentative schedule for the assessment was discussed and 
participating scientists were asked to recommend colleagues from all regions and 
disciplines, who could cover the expertise needed in study. 
 
 

List of participants 
 
 

Donors: 

Michael Lehmann 
Senior Policy Officer 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Germany 

Torsten Möllmann 
German Development Cooperation (GIZ), Germany 

CPF: 

Safia Aggarwal 
Forestry Officer Livelihoods 
FAO 

Amy Duchelle  
Team Leader Forests and Climate 
FAO 

Mohammed Nurudeen Iddrisu 
Director, Division of Trade and Industry 
ITTO 

Anne Larson 
Team Leader - Governance, Equity & Wellbeing 
CIFOR-ICRAF, USA 

Qiang Ma 
Forestry Officer Livelihoods 
FAO 

Pragyan Raj Pokhrel 
Programme Officer 
IUCN 

Jenny Wong 
Programme Officer 
UNFCCC Secretariat 

Scientists: 

Kofi Akamani 
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Associate Professor 
Southern Illinois University, USA 

Craig Allen 
Professor & Director of Center for Resilience in Agricultural Working Landscapes 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, USA 

Maria del Mar Delgado-Serrano 
Professor 
University of Cordoba, Spain 

Shalini Dhyani 
Senior Scientist 
Critical Zone Research Group National Environmental Engineering Research 
Institute, India 

Ida Djenontin 
Assistant Professor of Geography 
Pennsylvania State University, USA 

Christian Messier 
Professor & Canada Chair on Tree Resilience to Global Changes 
Université du Québec en Outaouais, Canada 

Daniel Miller 
Associate Professor 
University of Notre Dame, USA 
& Coordinator Forests & Livelihoods Assessment, Research, and Engagement 
(FLARE) Network 

Mani Nepal 
Lead Economist 
International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Nepal  
& Program Coordinator South Asian Network for Development and Environmental 
Economics (SANDEE) 

John Parrotta 
IUFRO President  
& Program Leader, International Forest Science Issues, United States Forest Service, 
USA 

Members of IUFRO’s GFEP team: 

Christoph Wildburger 
Coordinator, Science-Policy Programme 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), Austria 

Nelson Grima 
Deputy Coordinator, Science-Policy Programme 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), Austria  

Viola Belohrad 
Project Manager, Science-Policy Programme 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), Austria  

Eva-Maria Schimpf  
Administrative Manager, Science-Policy Programme 
International Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO), Austria  


